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HERRICK HERALD 
To the Herrick family  

Notes  from Jason Lynde 
 
To The Herrick Family, 

This is an exciting time of the year for Herrick students.  I 
say this because the many talents of our students have 
recently been or will soon be showcased in a variety of 
ways.  For example, at the end of January our 7 th and 
8th grade science enthusiasts participated in the 
District 58 Science Fair.  In addition, our music program 
hosted the annual Solo Day.  Both of these events 
were positive experiences for our students.  

Athletically, we are just as excited about the next four 
Tuesdays and Thursdays because there will be either a 
boysÕ volleyball or a girlsÕ basketball game after 
school.  Attending these games is a great way to 
boost school spirit, while spending time with friends.  
We remind all students and parents that on game 
days, from 3:15pm Ð 4:00 pm, all students are welcome 
to go to our SPIRIT Club in the small gym.  This is a fun 
place for students to listen to music, play pi ng pong, 
play Dance Dance Revolution, or shoot baskets, as 
they wait for the home basketball/volleyball game to 
begin.  Our Student Council sells refreshments at the 
ÒSnack ShackÓ as well during SPIRIT Club. 

Academically, we are proud to announce that near ly 
100 of our students earned straight AÕs on their second 
quarter report card! In addition, 58% of our students 
were recognized for being on the honor roll and/or 
merit roll.  As you can see, we have much to celebrate 
and look forward to at Herrick!  

Sincerely, 

Jason Lynde  

Principal  
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SNOWFLAKE 2010 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE 7TH GRADE BOYS 
WHO MADE THE TEAM THIS YEAR.....GOOD LUCK 
THIS SEASON.  

TEAM MEMBERS INCLUDE: 

Lucas Schmitt, Brett Pyburn, Costa Sampras, Colin 
Michels, Nic Liao, Colin Kramper, Mike Prochazka, Ben 
Magro, Alex Wall, Mike Yong, Finn Casey, Eric Splavec, 
Tyler Drobnik 

Managers: 

Jake Graham, Bob Bonanno 

Coach: Gail Pistello 

Asst. Dave Payton 

7TH GRADE BOYSÕ VOLLEYBALL TEAM 

GO, SPARTANS, GO! 

There is a wonderful opportunity coming up for your 7th grade 
student. Snowflake 2010 is coming to Lakeview Junior High on 
March 20th 2010. Snowflake is a daylong event for middle school 
students, planned and implemented by trained high school 
students with adults serving in advisory roles. The purpose is for 
participants to explore leadership and communication skills, 
healthy decision-making, substance abuse prevention, and how to 
resist negative peer influences.  The day will include a dynamic 
keynote speaker, several fun group activities, a pizza dinner, and a dance. 
Snowflake applications will be available the end of February.  

CAREER DAY 

On Thursday, February 18 th, our 8 th graders participated in Career Day. Our 8 th graders 
took a survey which indicated which careers interested them.  Each 8 th grade student 
attended three presentations.  We were thrilled to have speakers in the following career 
areas: engineering, computer technology, fire safety, entrepreneur, polic e, cosmetology, 
sports, science, journalism, education, automotive, architecture, interior design, chef, 
medical, and artist.  This was a great event that both Herrick and OÕNeill get to offer 
because of the support from the Rotary Club.  
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DU PAGE METRO VALLEY CONFERENCE 
2010 TRACK AND FIELD MASTER SCHEDULE  

 
DAY  DATE  OPPONENTS  SITE   TIME   
Wed  4/14   Glen Crest, Herrick   Glenbard South  4:15 
    Stratford  
Fri   4/23   Westlake, Herrick   Glenbard East  4:15 
    OÕNeill 
Tue  4/27   Herrick, Glen Crest,   Downers North  4:15 
    Marquardt, Stratford  
Thur   4/29   Glen Crest, Herrick   Glenbard South  4:15 
    Marquardt, Westlake  
Tue  5/4   Herrick, Jay Stream  Downers North  4:15 
    Glenside 
Fri   5/7   Marquardt, Herrick   Glenbard East  4:15 
    OÕNeill 
Thur   5/13   Stratford, Jay Stream Glenbard North  4:15 
    Herrick, OÕNeill  
Wed   5/19   Conference Meet   College Of DuPage 12:00 
Fri   5/21   Rain Date 
 
* bolded  names are home schools 

NOMINATION FORMS AVAILABLE FOR 2010 DSA 

Nomination forms for the 2010 Distinguished Service Awards are now available at the Administrative 
Service Center, at every District 58 school building, and on the Education Foundation’s Web site, 
www.dg58ef.com. Simply click on Programs, followed by Applications.  

DSA is an Education Foundation-sponsored program that honors District 58 staff members for going 
above and beyond in making students’ educational experience the best it can be! Anyone who is on staff 
in District 58 is eligible, including teachers, principals, secretaries, custodians, aides, social 
workers/counselors, and employees at the central office and Longfellow Center. Nominations are due to 
Jennie Waldorf in the ASC no later than Friday, March 5. 
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CIVIL WAR (HALF) DAY 2009-2010 

What day is it at Herrick if students are trying on Civil War era clothing, debating a surgeon 
from the Civil War about disease and medicine, or wondering why the Confederate 
musician has no shoes and his uniform doesnÕt match?  

Well, itÕs Civil War Day, of course!  

HerrickÕs 8th Grade U.S. History teachers, Mr. Bolton and Mr. Swanstrom, decided to try 
something different this year.  Instead of having living historians be at Herrick for the entire 
day, it was decided that a half day would make the learning a bit more compact, 
concise, and effective.  The three living historians that brought us back to the Civil War era 
were the civilian couple who focused on social customs and clothing; the surgeon, who 
focused on medicine of the era and performed an Òamputati onÓ;  and the musician, who 
demonstrated the importance of proper supplies and sang a few ÒpopÓ songs while 
accompanying himself on the banjo.  

Afterwards, students had opportunities to reflect on the dayÕs offerings.  

Ò...the way they cherished small mate rial and the way they used it differs greatly from then 
to now. ...I think that since we were in unfortunate situations, we needed to value things 
more.Ó 

Ò...the medical procedures...shows me how lucky I am because of sterilized tools, not 
being bled, and actual medicine that wouldnÕt kill you...Ó  

ÒAt the end of the surgeonÕs presentation, he told everyone, ÒDonÕt coast through life; 
make the best of it!Ó This is a very big thing to me and has picked me up in many ways.Ó  

ÒI think the music presentation did (impact me) because, as a musician, the words and 
emotions of the songs really resonated for me, and I understand how civilians and soldiers 
must have felt during the war.Ó  

Ò...Life was so very different then, and even the way people thought was different.  People 
were hardworking, respectful, and resourceful, and those are thngs I see less and less 
almost every day. I really wish those traits were as prominent today as they were in the 
Civil War era.Ó 

ÒIÕve learned to appreciate my life more.Ó  
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E-BOARD & ON-LINE GRADE PORTAL 

If you have not noticed, Herrick has been excited to use technology more than ever this 
year.  We hope that you as parents have taken advantage of the technology available to 
help monitor your childÕs progress.  Specifically, parents are encouraged to use the online 
grade portal and E -Board.  

Both E-Board and the online grade portal are accessible from HerrickÕs webpage.  They are both 
located on the right -hand side of the page.  The ÒParent PortalÓ link is in the middle of the right -hand 
side, while the ÒE -BoardÓ link is located near the bottom of the right -hand side of the page.  If you 
experience difficulties accessing the online parent portal, which gives you access to your childÕs 
grades, please contact our secretary, Alice Gafron at (6 30) 719-5810 or agafron@dg58.org .  As a 
reminder, E -Board gives you access to the homework assignments in each class.  Simply choose your 
childÕs Team Color and the password is the name of the team color (i.e. the Red TeamÕs password is 
ÒredÓ).  The exploratory teachers have their own page and their password is ÒexploreÓ. While these 
are tools for parents, they really should be tools for your child as well.  

ISAT’S WILL BE GIVEN THE FIRST WEEK OF 
MARCH 

Both seventh and eighth grade students will 
participate in the ISAT March 2 - 5.  Seventh 
graders will take reading, math, and science 
tests, while eighth graders will take reading, 
writing, and math tests.  These very important 
tests help us determine the progress our 
students are making toward state identified 
standards in each grade level.  These tests 
are also used by the state and federal 
governments to determine if Herrick  students 
are making adequate  yearly progress (AYP) 
toward standards -based goals set by the 
Department of Education through the No 
Child Left Behind Act (NCLB).  Last year, 
Herrick was awarded a certificate stating 
that w e were 1 of 24 middle schools to have 
90% or more of its students meeting and/or 
exceeding state standards for 3 years in a 
row!  

We want students to do their best work on 
these tests.  In general, we ask that students 
get a good nightÕs sleep, eat a protei n-rich 
breakfast, and are well hydrated.  Having a 
water bottle is acceptable, and having a 
positive attitude regarding the testing 
process is beneficial.   

SPRING FESTIVAL OF MUSIC 

Please join Herrick and O ÕNeill Middle 
School music students and staff as they 
present the Spring Festival of Music on 
Wednesday, March 17, at 7:30pm in the 
Downers Grove North School auditorium.  
The Festival will feature the band, choir, 
and orchestra of both Herrick and 
OÕNeill.  This event is free to the public.  

HATS FOR HAITI... A DISTRICT 
58 SUCCESS! 

Herrick students and staff recently 
participated in the ÒHats For HaitiÓ 
fundraiser.  This fundraiser allowed 
students and staff to wear a hat to 
school if a minimum of one dollar was 
donated to the American Red Cross.  
Well, we had over 400 students 
parti cipate in this wonderful cause.  
Many of our students and staff 
donated more than one dollar.  This 
was evident in the total amount 
being collected district -wide of over 
$12,000!  Thank you to all participants 
for supporting this effort.  
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The Herrick staff believes that a positive school climate is important for  successful student 
learning.  We believe it is important to create an attitude in students toward helping 
others, our school, and ourselves.  We believe that self -esteem is of vital importance for 
middle school students.  
 
Herrick PRIDE stand for Polite, R esponsible, Individuals, and Doing Extra.  We hope to 
encourage our students to appreciate these views, to encourage effective social skills, 
and to reinforce progress toward maturity.  
 
PRIDE WINNERS FOR 2ND QUARTER 
 
ORANGE TEAM 
 
PRIDE winner   Nic Laio  
 
Citizenship winners   Jim Gritis  Colin Michels   Mary Norek  
    Joey Pitelka   Bethany Schmurr   Abby Huskisson  
    Yessenia Barrera  Clare Sandack  
 
RED TEAM  
 
PRIDE winner  Ellie DiGuilio 
 
Citizenship winners   Noah Isacson  Rachel Krusenoski   Colin Kramper  
    Emma Larson  Jack Sloan    Servanto Bautista  
    Chase Vallrugo   
 
YELLOW TEAM 
 
PRIDE winner  Evy Martin  
 
Citizenship winners   Colleen Honn  Ellie Arand    Jack Ronan  
    Justin Fortes  Leo Fotos    Kelsey Stalter  
    Kyle Raden   Richard Olekanma  Rowan McGuire  
    Mich Egan  
 
GREEN TEAM 
 
PRIDE winner  Eric Wisz 
 
Citizenship winners   Rachel Hazen  Justine Hung   Farozan Ahmed  
    Ben Wegloski  Micah Pfotenhauer  Cory Freres 
    Dane Zernowski  Spencer Schillerstrom  
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LEGISLATIVE BREAKFAST 

On February 19 th, HerrickÕs Student Council Members and Mr. Lynde 
met State  Senator, Kirk Dillard at District 58Õs Legislative Breakfast held at 
OÕNeill Middle School.  

SELECT 58 
 
The Education Foundation of Downers G rove District 58 announces the 
coming of Select 58.  The Select 58 program began in the 2003 -2004 
school year and is designed to recognize 58 eighth grade students 
who have shown themselves to be good citizens and positive role 
models both in school and in  the community.  29 students will be selected from 
Herrick and 29 from OÕNeill.  Students are invited to complete applications in which 
they describe their co -curricular and service involvement both in school and in the 
community.  Applications are availab le in the school office and on our website.  A 
committee of the Education Foundation will review the applications and select the 
58 students to be recognized.  Students selected for this prestigious award, along with 
their parents, will be invited to a rec ognition dinner April 21 st.  We hope our eighth 
grade students at Herrick take advantage of this wonderful opportunity.  
 
 


